Morphogenesis of a human fungal pathogen requires septin phosphorylation.
In this issue of Developmental Cell, Sinha et al. describe a posttranscriptional mechanism necessary for hyphal development of the human pathogen, Candida albicans. In this context, the kinase Gin4 phosphorylates the septin Cdc11 in uninduced yeast cells to prime them for fast action by the cyclin-dependent kinase Cdc28/Ccn1 at the time of hyphal induction. Joint phosphorylation of Cdc11 by these two kinases is essential for stable polarization of hyphal growth.